REGENERATION, HOUSING, CULTURE AND LEISURE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY
COMMITTEE
At a meeting of this Committee held on
9 December 2009

28.

(Present)

Councillor Bowden (Chairman)
Councillors N J Ashcroft, Glover, Knowles (Vice Chairman),
Quinn, E Sheldon and Stephen Topping

(Not Present)

Councillor Murphy
-------

APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Murphy.

29.

MINUTES
*

30.

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 28 October 2009, be
approved and signed.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS
No Declarations of Interest from Members were made.

31.

UPDATE ON PREVIOUS ITEMS
A report was submitted to the Committee giving an update on previous items. At the
last meeting of this Committee held on 28 October 2009, Members requested further
information in relation to the St Helens Local Enterprise Growth Initiative (LEGI) Year
3 Annual Report 2008/09.
Answers to a series of questions from Members, details on the location of new
business starts defined by ward, how individual businesses have performed, a list of
applications for a business change of use and a summary of available properties was
attached at Appendix A to D respectively to the report.
The Chairman thanked officers for the comprehensive report.
*

Resolved that the report be noted.

Councillor E Sheldon entered the meeting during discussion on the following item.

32.

MORTGAGE RE POSSESSION UPDATE
A verbal update was given to the Committee by the Head of Housing and
Neighbourhoods and the Housing Strategy and Policy Development Manager, which
updated Members on Mortgage Repossessions.
A report was tabled for Members containing information released by the Ministry of
Justice on Quarter 3 of 2009 on Mortgage Possession and Land Lord possession
(Claims issued and claims leading to orders within Local Area District), Mortgage and
Landlord cases in County Court, Pen portraits and Homelessness Statistics.
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Members discussed the support available for those facing eviction and how the
support was monitored to ensure that referrals were not circular.
*

33.

Resolved that the report be noted.

UPDATE ON YMCA, SALVATION ARMY AND LINKS TO CHOICE BASED
LETTINGS
A report was submitted to the Committee by the Head of Housing and
Neighbourhoods, which updated Members on YMCA, Salvation Army and Links to
Choice Based Lettings.
The Under One Roof Scheme was under review by the Committee and the report
informed Members on the current situation for applicants living at the YMCA and
Salvation Army through the scheme with regard to their priority under the banding
system and the number of applicants rehoused in the period October 2008 to
October 2009.
The Head of Housing and Neighbourhoods informed Members that the Local
Authority was currently in consultation and negotiation with the YMCA on remodelling
their provision and allocation schemes and that a pilot scheme regarding the
allocation of available beds would begin in January 2010.
Members raised concerns with the banding system in place for applicants, how
homes were allocated and applied for, the support mechanisms in place once an
applicant secured housing and left supporting living, the lack of local exclusions in
place for St Helens residents and the lack of variety in the provision delivered by the
YMCA and Salvation Army.
Members discussed wider concerns with the YMCA provision in St Helens in relation
to crime and disorder and believed that a task and finish group to conduct a scrutiny
review on the YMCA in conjunction with the Environment and Safer Communities
Overview and Scrutiny Committee could prove beneficial to both Scrutiny
Committees.
*

Resolved that:
(1)

the report be noted;

(2)

that occupancy statistics of the YMCA be provided to this
Committee with further breakdown of YMCA occupancy by
residents with Local Connections;

(3)

a task and finish group lead by the Vice Chairman be appointed
to undertake a scrutiny review of Hostel Accommodation
provisions;

(4)

the Chairman of Environment and Safer Communities be
approached to discuss the possibility of Environment and Safer
Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee linking into the
Hostel Accommodation Provision task and finish group; and

(5)

the initial scoping meeting to be arranged and confirmed by the
Scrutiny Manager.
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34.

TASK GROUP UPDATES
The Scrutiny Manager gave a verbal report to Members on the Task Group Updates.
It was reported that the Scrutiny Review of the Town Centre Area had been complete
and the report on findings of the Task Group would be presented to the Executive on
9 December 2009.
Members were informed that the Under One Roof Task and Finish Group was
currently in the process of compiling a report on the group findings and a draft report
would be complete and submitted to this Committee for comments in January 2010.
The Private Landlords Task and Finish Groups had conducted their interviews and
had attended a conference in Gateshead on LACORS; Tackling Problem Housing,
Selective Licensing in the Private Rented Sector. It was anticipated that the draft
report from this Task and Finish group would be complete for February 2010.
*

Resolved that:
(1)

the report be noted; and

(2)

the Draft Interim LEGI Programme be brought back to the next
meeting of this Committee.
-oOo-

